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<CC and copyright> 



The way copyright laws around the world operate is that 

the moment creative works are created (including music), 

creators get a monopoly that allows them to decide if 
and how others can use this work.  



All Rights Reserved 



Permission to use a work is often only granted in return 
for paying money to the copyright holder (“royalties”).  

 
 



Now, this may sound fair 
 

BUT…  



What happens if you actually want to share your 
material? 

 
e.g., because your main objective is distribution to the 

largest-possible audience rather than making money? 



Or because you think that on the Internet copyright 
doesn’t really work?   



Independent musicians in Egypt felt that copying of their 
music actually enhances the reach of their music and 

their reputations as artists  
 



Now, if you feel the same, think about open licensing 
 



Creative Commons are free licences that make it easier :  
 

to distribute your music and  

share and build upon the work of others  
 
 



All Rights Reserved situation 



 
Let me give you an example…. 



Nine Inch Nails 



Options: 

Free download (9 tracks) under CC licence 

US$5 download (all 4 albums, high quality) 

US$10 2 CD set (including download) 

US$75 deluxe edition 2 CD, 1 DVD, 1 Blu-ray disc 

US$300 Ultra-deluxe edition super pack 

Nine Inch Nails 



US$1,619,420  
in the first week of sales! 

Nine Inch Nails 



 
Another one? 



Jonathan Coulton 

Releases all his work under CC 
license 

Makes half a million 
dollars a year with no 

record label 
(donation from fans & 
live performances) 

 
 



Streaming (free) / downloads (paid) 



 
This not only works for music: … 



 
 
 







More than 500 million CC licensed works on the 
Internet 



Interested? 



How do I licence my music under a CC licence? 

www.creativecommons.org  



Choose a licence for your work 



Follow the instructions on the website to choose the right CC 
licence for you 



●  Attribution	  
●  ShareAlike	  

●  NoDerivatives	  
●  NonCommercial	  







Once you have understood the concept, you can then publish 
the music (on your website, or in CD format) and mark it as CC 

licensed “the music on this website/CD is licensed under 
Creative Commons xyz licence…”) 

 
or….   

 
you can upload your music to one of the many existing 
platforms that allow distribution of CC licensed music 











http://help.soundcloud.com/customer/portal/articles/243852-
what-is-creative-commons-  



2 important things! 



First: You only allow certain uses – for all other uses other 
must still ask for your permission – this is one way of still making 

money from your music 



Second, always remember: 
 
Only the copyright owner can decide 
whether or not to use open licensing! 

 



This may be an issue when remixing 



But the solution to this is to also use CC licensed material 



So lets talk about using CC-licensed material for a second… 



And if you want to use CC licensed material created by 
others, start looking for the CC symbol: 

 
 



Or specifically search for CC licensed material… 
 



<Just a few more words on CC in Africa> 



Creative Commons works with volunteer country 
teams around the world. 



CC country teams: 
 

§  Build communities of people who want to share 
their works;  

§  help these communities use CC tools; 

§  Translate CC legal tools;  

§  raise funds for local initiatives and  

§  generally promote legal sharing.  
 



7 CC country teams in Africa:   
 
§  Egypt 
§  Kenya 
§  Nigeria,  
§  Rwanda, 
§  South Africa,  
§  Tanzania, and 
§  Uganda.   
 

But there are active communities and contacts in 
many other countries (“Rufus”) 
  



Two Regional Coordinators for Africa, Alex Gakuru 

(Kenya) and myself support CC teams in Africa. 
 
  





We strongly believe that 
  
 
§  CC’s model of legal sharing and collaboration aligns closely 

with traditional African cultural values 
 

§  The use of CC licences can become an important driver for 
innovation and development on the continent.  

   
 
  



We have identified anchor countries in South, East 

and West Africa to improve CC’s footprint in Africa. 
   



So if you are interested in building a CC team in your 
country or join an existing team – get in touch. 

   



Thank you! 
 

Wanna read more: 
http://music.tutsplus.com/articles/creative-commons-
for-musicians-can-you-make-money-by-giving-music-

away--audio-3931   

 

my email address is: tobias@creativecommons.org 



Creative Commons Licence 

This presentation is the work of Dr Tobias Schonwetter. 
 

It is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 2.5 South Africa License.  

 
To view a copy of this license, visit  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/za/  
or send a letter to:  

Creative Commons, 444 Castro Street, Suite 900, Mountain View, 
California, 94041, USA. 


